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RORY MACDONALD 
Conductor  

 

 
  

ABOUT RORY MACDONALD  

A dynamic presence in both the opera 

house and concert hall, Rory 

Macdonald’s conducting combines 

intellectual rigour with passionate 

engagement. With a notably wide 

repertoire from Dowland to MacMillan, 

his collegiate approach has led to many 

successful collaborations with leading 

artists and production teams. 

Recent highlights include La Bohème for 

Glyndebourne which resulted in an 

immediate re-invitation as well as 

returns to Oper Frankfurt (Le Nozze di 

Figaro) and Opera Theater of Saint Louis 

(The Magic Flute). 

  

 

In the last few seasons he has 

returned regularly to the 

Philharmonia Orchestra, Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra, BBC 

Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal 

Scottish National Orchestra and 

Tokyo City Philharmonic Orchestra 

amongst others, as well as making 

successful debuts with the Royal 

Liverpool Philharmonic, 

Nordwestdeutsche Philharmonie, 

Adelaide Festival (Romeo 

Castellucci’s staging of Requiem) 

and Brisbane Festival (Peter 

Grimes). 

  

 

Rory returns to the USA  for several 

symphonic debuts in the 

2024/2025 season.  

 

Passionate about new music, Rory 

has conducted the premieres of 

works by composers including Sally 

Beamish, Sir James MacMillan, 

Geoffrey Gordon and Carl Vine. 

Rory studied music at Cambridge 

University. Whilst there he studied 

under David Zinman and Jorma 

Panula at the American Academy 

of Conducting in Aspen.  

 

 

After graduating from Cambridge, 

he was appointed assistant 

conductor to Iván Fischer at the 

Budapest Festival Orchestra (2001-

2003), and to Sir Mark Elder and the 

Hallé Orchestra (2006-2008). He was 

also a member of the Jette Parker 

Young Artists Programme at the 

Royal Opera House (2004-2006), 

where he worked closely with Sir 

Antonio Pappano on such major 

projects as the complete Ring cycle. 

 

 

 ORCHESTRAS INCLUDING 
BBC Philharmonic Orchestra  

BBC Symphony Orchestra 

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 

London Philharmonic Orchestra 

Philharmonia Orchestra 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 

Netherlands Philharmonic Orchestra 

Residentie Orchestra 

Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra 

 

 

Orchestre de la Suisse Romande 

Essen Philharmonic Orchestra 

Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra 

Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra 

Sinfonieorchester Wuppertal 

Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestra 

Kanagawa Philharmonic Orchestra 

Tokyo Philharmonic City Orchestra 

Adelaide Symphony Orchestra 

West Australian Symphony Orchestra 

  

 OPERA COMPANIES INCLUDING 

English National Opera 

Glyndebourne Festival Opera 

Royal Opera House 

Welsh National Opera 

Oper Frankfurt 

Gothenburg Opera 

Opera di Roma 

Danish National Opera 

Teatro San Carlo 

  

 

Canadian Opera Company 

Houston Grand Opera 

Lyric Opera Chicago 

Opera Theatre of St Louis 

San Francisco Opera 

Santa Fe Opera 

Opera Australia 
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Adams Lollapalooza 

Ades Three Studies from Couperin 

Bach Violin Concerto in E major 

Bannister Jog; Hemavati 

Barber Adagio for Strings 

Bartok Hungarian Sketches 

Bartok Romanian Folk Dances 

Bartok Music for Strings, Percussion and Celeste 

Bartok Dance Suite 

Bartok Viola Concerto 

Beamish, Sally Piano Concerto 

Beethoven Overture: The Creatures of Prometheus 

Beethoven Overture: Coriolan 

Beethoven Overture: Leonore No 3 

Beethoven Piano Concerto No 3 

Beethoven Piano Concerto No 5 'Emperor' 

Beethoven Symphony No 2 

Beethoven Symphony No 3 ‘Eroica' 

Beethoven Symphony No 4 

Beethoven Violin Concerto 

Beethoven Symphony No 5 

Beethoven Symphony No 6 'Pastoral' 

Beethoven Overture: Fidelio 

Berlioz Overture: Bevenuto Cellini 

Berlioz Overture: Roman Carnival 

Bernstein West Side Story: Symphonic Dances 

Biber Battaglia 

Bizet Carmen Suite 

Borodin Symphony No 2 

Boulez Memoriale 

Brahms Violin Concerto 

Brahms Haydn Variations 

Brahms Piano Concerto No 1 

Brahms Piano Concerto No 2 

Brahms Symphony No 1 

Britten Nocturne 

Britten Peter Grimes: Four Sea Interludes 

Britten Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra 

Bruch Scottish Fantasy 

Bruch Violin Concerto No 1 

Burns/Campbell Folk Song Arrangements 

Carter Adagio Tenebroso 

Chabrier Espana 

Chabrier Joyeuse Marche 

Chausson Poeme 

Chisholm (Eric) Piano Concerto No 1 

Chisholm (Eric) Piano Concerto No 2 

Chopin Piano Concerto No 1 in E minor 

Chopin Piano Concerto No 2 

Clyne, Anna Within Her Arms 

Coles, Cecil Behind the Lines 

Copland Rodeo: Four Dance Episodes 

Copland Appalachian Spring 

Copland Clarinet Concerto 

Debussy Music from King Lear 

Debussy Prelude a l'apres midi d'un faune (chamber arr.) 

Delius The Walk to the Paradise Garden 

Delius Aventyr 

Dillon, James Via Sacra 

Dvorak Legend Op 59 no 10 

Dvorak Noon-Day Witch 

Dvorak Overture: Carnival 

Dvorak Cello Concerto 

Dvorak Symphony No 5 

Dvorak Nocturne for Strings 

Dvorak Silent Woods 

Dvorak The Water Goblin 

Dvorak The Wood Dove 

Dvorak Overture “Vanda” 

Dvorak Symphonic Variations 

Dvorak Symphony No 7 

Dvorak Symphony No 8 

Dvorak Symphony No 9 

Dvorak Violin Concerto 

Elgar Cello Concerto 

Elgar Enigma Variations 

Elgar In the South 

Elgar Symphony No 1 

Elgar Sospiri 

Elgar Salut d’amour 

Elgar Violin Concerto 

Elgar Falstaff 

Enescu Symphony No 3 

Ginastera Variaciones Concertantes 

Glinka Overture: Ruslan and Ludmilla 

Goldmark Violin Concerto 

Geoffrey Gordon Cello Concerto 'Faust' 

Gorecki Symphony No 3 

Gould (Morton) Spirituals (mvt 1 -'Proclamation') 

Gounod Faust: Ballet Music (excerpt) 

Grieg Orchestral Songs 

Grieg Suite: Peer Gynt (excerpts) 
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Grieg Piano Concerto 

Grondahl Trombone Concerto 

Haydn Cello Concerto in C 

Haydn Symphony No 104 

Haydn Trumpet Concerto 

Haydn Symphony No ???? 

Haydn Symphony No 98 

Holst The Planets 

Hummel Trumpet Concerto (mvts 2 and 3) 

Hummel Bassoon Concerto 

Humperdinck Overture: Hansel und Gretel 

Ian Vine alizarin sun 

Ives The Unanswered Question 

Janacek Taras Bulba 

Janacek Suite for Strings 

Janacek Cunning Little Vixen - Suite (arr. Mackerras) 

Knussen, Oliver Violin Concerto 

Korngold Much ado about nothing: Suite 

Korngold Violin Concerto 

Larry Goves Four Curious Incidents 

Lutoslawski Little Suite 

MacMillan “O” (world premiere) 

MacMillan The Death of Oscar 

Mahler Totenfeier 

Mahler Das Lied von der Erde 

Mahler Lieder eines Fahrenden gesellen 

Mahler Symphony No 1 (chamber arr.) 

Mahler Symphony No 5 

Martinu Oboe Concerto 

Mendelssohn Overture: The Hebrides 

Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor 

Mendelssohn Symphony No 3 'Scottish' 

Mendelssohn Symphony No 4 'Italian' 

Mendelssohn Overture and Incidental Music - A Midsummer 

Night's Dream 

Mozart Overture: Don Giovanni 

Mozart Overture: Die Zauberflote 

Mozart Davidde Penitente 

Mozart Piano Concerto No 9 'Jeunehomme' 

Mozart Idomeneo: Overture and Ballet Music 

Mozart Symphony No 35 in D major, K. 385 'Haffner' 

Mozart Serenade No 10 K361 for thirteen winds (Gran Partita) 

Mozart Clarinet Concerto 

Mozart Requiem 

Mozart Masonic Funeral Music 

Musgrave Aurora 

Musorgksy/Ravel Pictures at an Exhibition 

Philips, Julian Maxamorphosis 

Poulenc Harpsichord Concerto 

Prokofiev Lieutenant Kije: Suite 

Prokofiev Symphony No 1 ‘Classical’ 

Prokofiev Violin Concerto No 2 

Prokofiev Romeo and Juliet: excerpts 

Prokofiev Piano Concerto No 2 (mvt 1) 

Prokofiev Piano Concerto No 3 

Prokofiev Peter and the Wolf 

Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No 2 

Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No 3 

Rachmaninoff Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini 

Rachmaninoff Symphony No 2 

Rachmaninoff Symphonic Dances 

Ravel Mother Goose Suite 

Ravel Le Tombeau de Couperin 

Ravel Chansons Madecasses 

Ravel Piano Concerto in G 

Ravel Bolero 

Rimsky-Korsakov Overture: May Night 

Rodrigo Guitar Concerto 

Rossini Overture: The Italian Girl in Algiers (cut) 

Rossini Overture: The Barber of Seville 

Saariaho, Kaija Orion 

Saint-Saens Symphony No 3 'Organ' 

Schedrin Carmen Suite 

Schubert Symphony No 9 'Great' 

Schumann Violin Concerto 

Schumann Symphony No 2 

Shostakovich Cello Concerto No 1 

Shostakovich Cello Concerto No 2 

Shostakovich Concerto for Piano, Trumpet and Strings 

Shostakovich (arr Barshai) Chamber Symphony 

Shostakovich Symphony No 1 

Shostakovich Symphony No 10 

Shostakovich Symphony No 15 

Shostakovich Festival Overture 

Sibelius Overture: Karelia 

Sibelius Rakastava 

Sibelius Andante Festivo 

Sibelius Scenes Historiques No 2 

Sibelius Symphony No 1 

Sibelius Symphony No 2 

Sibelius Symphony No 3 

Sibelius Symphony No 4 

Sibelius Symphony No 5 

Sibelius Symphony No 7 

Sibelius Lemminkainen Legends 

Sibelius The Lonely Ski-Trail 
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Sibelius The Bard 

Sibelius Scene with Cranes 

Sibelius King Christian II: Suite 

Sibelius Spring Song 

Sibelius Karelia Suite 

Sibelius Karelia Overture 

Sibelius The Countess's Portrait 

Sibelius En Saga 

Sibelius Pohjola's Daugher 

Smetana Overture: The Bartered Bride 

Stanhope Piccolo Concerto 

Suckling, Martin Meditation after Donne 

Strauss Metamorphosen 

Strauss Orchestral Songs 

Strauss, Johann Overture: Die Fledermaus 

Stravinsky The Fairy's Kiss: Divertimento 

Stravinsky Four Orchestral Studies (x2) 

Stravinsky Firebird Suite (1919) 

Stravinsky Firebird Suite (1945) 

Stravinsky Dumbarton Oaks 

Stravinsky Apollo 

Tchaikovsky Nutcracker: Suite 

Tchaikovsky Symphony No 4 

Tchaikovsky Symphony No 5 

Tchaikovsky Variations on a Rococo Theme 

Tchaikovsky Serenade for Strings 

Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No 1 

Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto 

Tippett Concerto for Double String Orchestra 

Tippett Suite in D 

Tomasi Trumpet Concerto 

Tomasi Trombone Concerto 

Trotignon, Baptiste Concerto: 'Different Spaces' 

Vaughan Williams Overture: The Wasps 

Vaughan Williams March-past of the Kitchen Utensils (The 

Wasps) 

Vaughan Williams Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis 

Vaughan Williams The Lark Ascending 

Vaughan Williams Five Variants of Dives and Lazarus 

Vaughan Williams Symphony No 5 

Vine, Carl Concerto for Two Pianos 

Vivier Orion 

Wagenaar Overture: The Taming of the Shrew 

Wagner Overture: Faust 

Wagner Overture: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg 

Wagner Overture: The Flying Dutchman 

Wagner Overture: Rienzi 

Wagner Overture: Tannhauser 

Wagner Siegfried Idyll 

Wagner (arr. De Vlieger) The Ring: An Orchestral Adventure 

Wainwright, Rufus Five Shakespeare Sonnets 

Walton Henry V: Suite 

Walton Henry V - Complete Incidental Music 

Walton Viola Concerto 

Walton Belshazzar’s Feast 

Weber Euryanthe: Overture 

Weber Der Freischütz: Overture 

Webern Passacaglia 

Wigglesworth, Ryan Locke’s Theatre 

Weir, Judith Tiger under the Table 

Wilson, Thomas Symphonies 2 - 5 

Wilson, Thomas Carillon 

Wilson, Thomas St Kentigern Suite
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